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Gender is important to conservation 
agriculture 

ÅAgricultural knowledge, 
practices, and resources are 
gendered.  
 

Å/!t{ Ŏŀƴ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ 
and labor differently.  
 

ÅWomen and/or men can 
support or resist a projectτ
based on the above or other 
gender considerationsτ
which can determine its 
success or failure.  

Bolivia 



Gender CCRA goal: identify gender-
related factors that contribute to the 

success or failure of CAPS 

Philippines 



Objectives 
1) Document differences ƛƴ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
knowledge, beliefs, and perceptions of soil 
quality  

2) Document the gendered nature of crop-
livestock interaction with respect to maintaining 
crop residue cover on the soil 

3) Document the gendered nature of tillage, 
including division of labor, access to assets, and 
knowledge, beliefs and perceptions 



Initial activities 
ÅHaiti - presentation to 

students at the State 
University of Haiti  

ÅMali - rapid gender 
assessment 

ÅEcuador, Uganda and the 
Philippines - workshop in 
gender and participatory 
methods, rapid gender 
assessment 

 

 

 

 

Mali 

Ecuador 



Primary research sites  

{ŀƴƪΩŀȅŀƴƛ 
Alto, Tiraque, 
Cochabamba 

District, 
Bolivia 

Claveria, 
Misamis 
Oriental, 
Northern 
Mindanao 

Tororo & 
Kapchorwa, 
Uganda 

Pichangva 
Rattanakmondol, 
Battambang, 
Cambodia 



Qualitative & participatory methods  

Focus group discussions 

Participant observation 

Household interviews 



Participatory mapping  

Bolivia 

Cambodia 

Uganda 



Quantitative methods 

ÅSoil sampling and fertility analysis 

ïBolivia and the Philippines 

ÅSurvey  

ïCambodia 

ÅGeospatial analysis  

ïThe Philippines and Cambodia 

 

Philippines 



Research findings: 
Gender and local soil knowledge 

ÅBolivia 

ïMen and women 
described soil based on 
gendered practices on the 
farm 

άDƻƻŘ ǎƻƛƭ Ƴǳǎǘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ƳƻƛǎǘǳǊŜΦέ  
 
άGood soil should be smooth for 
ǇƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎƭƻǇŜΦέ 
 
ςMale farmer, Bolivia, July 2011 

ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ ǎƘŜŜǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ 
ǎƻƛƭΦέ 
 
ά{ƻƛƭ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǇƻǘŀǘƻŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƎƻƻŘ ȅƛŜƭŘΦέ  
 
-Female farmer, Bolivia, July 2011 



Gender and local soil knowledge 
ÅPhilippines 

ïGendered soil knowledge 
relates to broader 
livelihood activities 

ïMen used more physical 
soil terms to describe 
soils, particularly ones 
relating to topography 

ïWomen used terms 
relating to quality, land 
use, and inputs to 
describe soils  



Gender and local soil knowledge 

Pichangva ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CD5 

Boribo ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CD5 Boribo aŜƴΩǎ CD5 

ÅCambodia 

ïWomen drew localized areas of fertile and degraded 
soils whereas men drew more generalized areas 

Boribo 
Boribo   

Pichanva 
Women FGDs   

Pichangva 

Degraded 

Fertile 

Medium 

aŜƴΩǎ CD5ǎ   



ÅMen discuss CA with other men when they are 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǉƭƻǘ ƻǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ǇƭƻǘΦ  
ÅWomen discuss CA in a greater variety of spaces 

including household gardens, pagodas, and markets. 
 

²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ ƳŀǇ aŀƴΩǎ ƳŀǇ 

See Daniel Sumner, et al. 



Gender and local soil knowledge 
ÅUganda 

ïMen were familiar with soils associated with rice 
paddies  

ïWomen were familiar with soils used to smear and 
repair floors 

ïBoth said that the use of herbicides and CA have 
improved their soils 



Research findings: 
Gender and crop-livestock interaction 

ÅBolivia 

ïWomen used crop cover as feed for sheep 

 

 



Gender and crop-livestock interaction 

ÅPhilippines 
ïLittle crop-livestock interaction; crop cover 

was not used as feed 
ïPastureland is becoming limited, which 

burdens men 



Gender and crop-livestock interaction 

ÅCambodia 
ïMost farmers now rely on two-

wheeled tractors for land 
preparation, but cattle remain an 
important source of financial 
capital 

ïMen and women both have 
control over decisions regarding 
cattle, including the allocation of 
income from their sale 

ïFarmers who focused on upland 
cash crop production perceived 
cattle as a burden, yet kept them 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŎŀǊŜ 



Gender and crop-livestock interaction 

ÅUganda 
ïFarmers do not pasture 

animals in fields 
ÅChildren help pasture  

ïMost farmers hire plow 
animals mainly worked by 
men but women helped  

ïPlanting Napier grass was a 
way to feed livestock and 
retain residues 

ïMucuna beans as a cover 
crop was used by men as 
feed for livestock and by 
women to cook and sell  



Research Findings: 
Gender, tillage, and mechanization 

ÅBolivia 
ïTilling is an important source of income for 

men that work as hired labor 



Gender, tillage, and mechanization 

ÅPhilippines 

ïVery little tractor use, 
mostly animal 
powered 

ïLand preparation is 
ƳŜƴΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 

ïBoth men and 
women believe tillage 
is necessary for good 
production 



Gender, tillage, and mechanization 
ÅCambodia 

ïExtensive tractor use; primarily two-wheeled 

ï[ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ 
masculine identity 

ïMen and women believe CAPS can reduce their labor 
burden in land preparation  

ÅDŜƴŘŜǊ ǊƻƭŜǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ άŦǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜέ  

Pichangva ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CD5 

Boribo ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CD5 

Pichangva aŜƴΩǎ CD5 

Boribo aŜƴΩǎ CD5 

House and field are 
linked through 
decisions made 

jointly in the 
household  



Gender and tillage and mechanization 

ÅUganda Most farmers still plowed 
once a season despite saying 
they were practicing CA. This 
is usually done by men and 
many make additional 
income from it.  

Farmers in Kapchorwa rarely used the 
MFI because most do not own their 
own oxen and their donkeys are not 
trained to use it.  
 
Farmers in Tororo used it more often. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
use a traditional plow. The MFI is seen 
as lighter and easier to use so women 
are more likely to use it.  

Uganda 


