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Fostering Communicative Competence 

Å Universities in the global North and South need to 

re-think:   

Å Our ways of relating to their multiple clienteles. 

Å Innovation systems for research and development. 

Å Value chains on which resources can be built. 

Å Who and how to train innovation brokers. 
 

Å Social network analysis contributes to the 

management of these relationships. 

ÅResearch on farmer networks and perspectives. 

ÅA participatory tool for building innovation networks. 



òTransforming conventional agriculture is not just a 

question of training farmers, but of social learning in 

complex interwoven networks of interdependent 

actors.  In most instances, we are not dealing with 

ôvirgin countryõ but with situations in which highly 

interwoven actor networks have already evolved 

around the needs of conventional farming.ó 

 

    Röling and Jiggins, 1998 



Formulating the right research questions 

ÅIF the knowledge network supporting 

conservation agricultural systems is critical to 

technological change in agriculture, 
 

ÅTHEN we need to review all the component 

elements of that system in a new light. 

 

Not as hypotheses in search of the universal 

variable, but as meaningful components of 

local knowledge systems  

   ð Knowler and Bradshaw (2007) 



Three Agricultural Production Mindsets 

ÅConventional Agriculture 

 
 

ÅRisk-Averse Agriculture 

 
 

ÅConservation Agriculture 



Three surveys in four countries 

Three collaborative research projects conducted baseline 

surveys of small holder farmers in Kenya, Uganda, 

Lesotho, and Mali. 

 

A secondary sample to identify members of farmer 

agricultural production networks was based on a 

snowball sampling procedure: 

 
farmers identified who they contacted for agricultural inputs, 

technologies, and information 

 

These (largely) non-farm agents were also surveyed and their 

agricultural production network connections identified 



Mali ς Seno Plain 
Farmers = 238 
NonFarm Agents = 36 

Kenya/Uganda-Mt Elgon 
Farmers =  161 (Kenya)  
 191 (Uganda) 
NonFarm Agents = 40/34 

Lesotho ς Botha Bothe 
Farmers = 415 
NonFarm Agents = 38 
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